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FIFTY-THIRD DAY.

SeNaTE CHAMBER,
Avustin, March 14, 1881.

Scnate met pursuant to adjournment; the President in
he chair.

Roll called; quorum present.

Prayer by Elder William E. IIall,

On motion of Senator Stubbs, tho reading of tbe
journal of Saturday was dispensed with, and the same
adopted.

Senator Patton introduced a bill entitled “An act to au-
thorize the Governor to appoint a district attorney for the
Fifteenth Judicial District.” Referred to Committee on
State Affairs.

Senator Davenport moved to postpone pending business
to take up Senate bill No. 72, “An act to procure from the
publishing house owning the copy rights certain volumes
of the early reports of the Supreme Court of the State.”
Adopted and bill taken up, and on motion of Senator Dav-
enport, the Senate concurred in the House amendments.

Senator Terrell, chairman of Judiciary Committee No. 1,
submitted the following reports:

CoMMITTER RooM,
Avsriy, March 14, 1881.
Hon. L. J. Storey, President of tho Senato:

Your Judiciary Committee No. 1, to whom was referred Senate
bill No. 242, the object of which is to make provision for the regis-
tration of instruments affecting titles to lands situate in unorga-
nized counties, have considered the same, and instruct me to report
the snme back, and recommend ita passago.

Bill read first time,

TERRELL, Chairman.

CoMMmITTEE RloOM,
AvstiN, March 14, 1881,
on, L., J, Storoy, Presidont of the Senate:

Your Judiciary Committee No. 1, have considered Senate Lill No.
213, ““An act to amend article 3210 of the Revised Civil Statutes,
relating to dormant judgments,” said act having for its object the
fixing of liens upon real estato for the period of ten years by virtue
of judgments rendered in courts of record, without the necessity of
issuing execution upon such judgments duriag the ten years next
after the rendition thereof, and 1 am instructed to report the same
back to the Senate, recommending that it do pass.

TeRRELL, Chairman.

Bill read first time.

ComMMITTEE RooM,
AusTIN, March 14, 1881,
Ilon. L. J. Storey, Presidont of the Senate:

Your Judicinry Committee No. 1, have considered House bill No.
810, entitled “An act to amend chapter 3, of title 15, of an act enti-
tled ‘an act to adopt and cstablish a Penal Code and a Code of Crim-
inal Procedure for the State of Texas,” approved February 21, 1879,”
and I am instructed to report the same back to the Senate with the
recommendation that it do pass. The bill requires counties from
which any criminal cause is removed by change of venue, to pa
costs ingurred in prosecuting the same by the counties to which
such causcs are changed. TERRELL, Chairman,

Bill read first time.

CoMMITTEE RooM,
AvsTIN, March 14, 1881,
1Ion. L. J. Btoroy, Prosidont of the Sonnte:

Your Judiciary Committee No. 1, to whom was referred House
bill No. 217, cntitled, “An act to validate cortain notorial acts in the
State of Texas,” havo considered the same, and I am instructed to
report the same back to the Senate, with the recommendation that
that it do pass, with the annexed amendment,

BuonaNan of Wood, for Committee.

AMENDMENT.

trike out tho words, ‘‘of llenton,” where they occur in the bill,
and insert instead thereof the words, ‘“‘of the residence of the
authenticating officer.” TrrrRELL, Chairman,

Bill read first time with committee amendments.

CoMMITTEE Roon,
AvusTIN, March 14, 1881.

Hon, L. J. Storoy, Prosidont of tho Sonate:

Your Judiciary Committee No. 1, to whom was referred Senate

bill No. 243, have considered the same, and instruct me to report it
back and recommend that it do not pass. The object of the bill is to
permit a bill of review, in all cases, at any time within ten years
after rendition of judgment, which might be voidable for any
cause, and to permit suit brought within a like period to
get aside any judgment which has heretofore or may hereafter
be rendered, on any instrument in writing, or evidence of title either
forged or executed under any forged power of attorney. The ex-
isting law precludes one in possession under a for%ed conveyance,
or deed, from receiving benefit under a statute of limitations; but
your committec are of opinion that to afford so long & period within
which to review & judgment, would be violative of sound policy.
TErRELL, Chairman,

Bill read first time.

CoMMITTEB RoOON,
AusTIN, March 14, 1881,
Hon. L. J. Storay, President of the Senate:

Your Judiciary Committee No. 1, to whom was referred a memo-
rial of citizens of Rockwall county, asking that the civil and crim-
inal jurisdiction of their county court be abolished, have considered
it, in connection with a protest against such action, signed by the
county judge, county commissioners, and others. The statements of
the memorial and protest are in conflict, and the late period of the
session at which the action of the Legislature is desired rendering
it impossible to pass any such measure as the nne asked for by the
memorial, where conflicting views are to be reconciled, renders it, in
the opinion of your committee, unadvisable to attempt any legisla-
tion on the subject. TERRELL, Chairman.

ComMITTEE RooM,
AvustiN, March 14, 1881.
Hon. L. J, Storey, President of the Senato:

Your Judiciary Committee No. 1, to whom was referred Senate
bill No. 224, have considered the same, and instruct me to report
it back with request that 1t be referred to the Committee on Privi
leges and Elections, to which it appropriateiy belongs; and your
committee ask to be discharged from its further consideration.

TerReLL, Chairman.

Report read, and bill so referred.

CoMMITTEE RoOM,
AusTiN, March 14, 1881.
Hon. L. J. Storey, Prosident of the Senate:

Your Judiciary Committece No. 1, to whom was referred Senate
bill No. 289, having for its object to pay collectors of taxes for
levying on, advertising and selling lands which have been heretofore
or may be hecreafter bid off by the State at tax sales, have con-
sidered the same, and instruct me to report, that the bill, in so far as
it proposes to make compensation for past services is in violation of
section 44, article 3 of tho Constitution of the State, and to recom-
mend that 1t do not pass. TERRELL, Chairman,

Bill read first time.
Senator Buchanan of Wood, for Judiciary Committec
No. 1, submitted the following report:

COMMITTEE ROOM,
AusTIN, March 14, 1881.
Hon. L. J. 8torey, President of the Senate:

Your Committee on Judiciary No. 1 have had under consideration
House bill No. 486, ‘‘An act to diminish the civil jurisdiction of the
county court of Bosque county in this State, and conform the juris-
diction of the district court of said county to such change,” and in-
struct me to report the same back to the Senate, with the recom-
mendation that it do pass, BucHANAN of Wood, for Committee,

Bill read first time.

Senator Lane moved that tho Senate take up House bill
No. 482, “An act to diminish the civil jurisdiction of the
county court of Bosque county in this gta.te and conform
the jurisdiction of the district court of said county to such
change.” Adopted, and bill taken up.

Senator Lane moved that the Senate insist on its amend-
ments to the bill, and that a committee of free conference
be apfpointed by the President to act with a like commit,
tee of the House in considering said amendments.

Adopted.

The President appointed on said committee Senators Lane,

‘Martin of Navarro, Martin of Cooke, Ross and Weather-

red.
The following message was received from the Governor:
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Executive OFFICE,
AustiN, March 14, 1881,
To the Hon. Senate of the State-of Texas:

I respectfiilly submit the name of John Eckford to succeed him-
self ag notary public in Bexar county; and by way of correcting
the list sent in for that county I wish'to withdraw the name of J.
F. Lockwonod and appoint Reagan Houston to succeed J. F. Lock-
wood. O. M. Ropenrs, Governor.

Senator Houston moved that the appointmonts contained
in the message just read be considered with the other a{)-
pointments made in the next executive session to be held
to-day. Adopted unanimously.

Senator Patton moved to take up House bill No. 576,
“An act to provide for the change of time of holding the
terms of the District Court of Gonzales county.” Adopted
and bill taken up, read second time and passed to third
reading.

On motion of Senator Patton, rules were suspended and
bill placed on its third reading by the following vote:

NAYS—26.
Buchanan of Wood, Houston, Ross,
Burges, Lair, Shannon,
Burton, Lane, Stewart,
Davenport, Lightfoot, Stubbs,
Duncan, Mai.in of Navarro, Swain,
Gooch, Moore, Terrell,
Harris, TPatton, ‘Wentherred,
Henderson, Powers, Wyunc.
Hightower, Rainey,

NAYB—none,

NOT VOTING—3,

Buchanan of Grimes, Cooper, Martin of Cooke.

Bill read third time and passed by the following vote:

YEAS—21,
Buchanan of Grimes, Hightower, Rainey,
Buchanan of Wood, Houston, Ross,
Burges, Lair, Shannon,
Burton, Lane, Stewart,
Davenport, Lightfoot, Siubbs,
Duncan, Martin of Navarro, Swain,
Gooch, Moore, Terrel,
Hanrris, DPatton, ‘Weatherred,
Henderseon, Powers, Wynne.
NAYE—none,

NOT VOTING—2.

Cooper, Martin of Cooke.

On motion of Senator Houston, the Secretary was in-
structed to correct an error in the journal, in which he,
Scnator Houston, was erroneously reported as having been
excused indefinitely after the twoenty-second instant, in-
stead of Senator llarris,

Senator Patton, chairman of Committce on State Affairs,
by leave, submitted the following report:

ComuMrTTEE Roowm,

Avusrin, March 14, 1881,
Hon.L. J. 8torey, Pregident of the Scnate:

%t our Committee on Btate Affairs have considered Senate bill No.
2067, “‘An act to authorize the Governorio appoint a District Attorney
for the Fifteenth Judicial District,” and I am instructed to report
the same back to the Senate with the recommendation that, it do pass
with the following amendment.

ParroN, Chairman.
AMENDMENT.

In line 22 of the bill, after the word “days,” insert the words *“ be
suspended.”

Bill read first time, with amendment.

The Senate went into executive session on the appoint-
monts of notaries public made by the Governor.

IN SENATE.

Senator Henderson entered a motion to reconsider Senate
joint resolution No. 87, “ proposing to amend certain sec-
tions in article 5, of the State Constitution, relating to the
judiciary.”

Senator Burges offered the following resolution:

WugeREAS, There are thousands of acres of land in Texas which
properly belong to the State and the body of the public domain, held
and claimed adversely under fraudulent certificates and patents
issued on such certificates; therefore, be it

Resolved by the Senate ef the State of Texas, That the Attorney-General
be and he is hereby authorized to institute suit for the purpose of
testing the validity of any claim to land believed by him to be
fraundulent and vacating the samne. That this resolution be in force
from and after its passage.

Referred to Committee on Public Lands,

On motion of Senator Wynne, 500 copies of the appor-
tionment bill, ag reported by the committee, was ordered

rinted.
b Senator Lightfoot presented a petition of eighty-nine
ladies of Blossom Prairie, Lamar county, Texas, asking the
Legislature to pass the prohibition resolution. Referred
to Committee on Constitutional Amendments.

Senator Lair moved that the Governor be informed by
the Secretary of the Senate of the result of the executive
session. Adopted.

Senator Gooch moved to enter on the journal the names
of the notaries public confirmed by the Senate at the last
and preceding executive session.

Senator Martin of Navarro moved to amend by adding
“and that two hundred extra copies of the journal contain-
ing them be printed,” Accepted and the motion carried.

A message was received from the Ilouse announcing the
passage of the following concurrent resolution:

Resolved by the Ilouse of Representalives, the Senate concurring, That
the joint session set for this day, for the purpose of electing the
directors of the Agricultural and Mechanical College, be postponed
till Friday, the twenty-fifth day of March.

On motion of Senator Gooch, the resolution was taken
up and adopted.

House bi}l No. 267, “An act to amend article 1054, title
15, chapter 2, of the Code of Criminal Procedure of the
State of Texas,” was taken up, read third time and passed.

Iouse bill No. 211, “An act to detach 5334 acres from
Hill county, and attach the same to Johnson county, and
define the line between said counties,” was taken up, read
third time and passed.

The President, after reading their captions, signed the
following House bills, to-wit:

House bill No. 35, entitled “An act to amend article 1081,
chapter 3, title 15, of the Code of Criminal Procedure,
adopted February 21, 1879.”

House bill No. 282, entitled “An act to amend article
1974, and to cstablish articles 1802a and 1822¢ of the Re-
vised Civil Statutes of the State of T'exas, concerning
estates of deceased persons.”

Substitute for Ilouse bills Nos. 320 and 339, ontitled “An
act to amend articles 423, 424, 425, 426, 427, 428, 420 and
430qa, and to create article 426 1-2, and to repeal artiole
430 of chapter 5, title 13, of the Penal Code of the Revised
Statutes, for the protection of fish and game.”

House bill No. 39, entitled “An act to amend article 508
of title 7, chapter 11, of the Revised Civil Statutes of the
State of Texas, relating to towns and villages,” was taken
up, read second time, and, on motion of Semator Gooch,
was postponed until to-morrow.

Senator Swain, by leave, introduced a bill entitled “An
act establishing and prescribing the manner of ascertainin
the boundaries of counties.” Read by caption and referreﬁ
to the Committee on Counties and County Boundaries.

Senator Terrell, by leave, introduced a bill entitled “An
act amendatory of the fourth section of an act entitled ‘an
act to provide for building a new State capitol,” approved
April 18, 1879.” Read by caption and referred to Com-
mittee on State Affairs.

On motion of Senator Lightfoot, Senator Stewart was
indefinitely excused in consequence of sickness in his family.
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Senator Buchanan of Grimes, chairman of the Committee
on Engrossed Bills, submitted the following report:
CoMMITTER ROOM,
AvusTIiN, March 14, 1881.
Tion, L. J Storey, Prestdent of the Senate:

Your Committce on Engrossed Bills have carefully examined and
compared Senate bill No. 106, ““An act for the relief of J. M. Brown-
son;” Senate bill No. 118, “An act to grescribe the requisites of the
index to records of dceds to land, and fx & peualty for failing to kee)
the same asrequired;” Senate bill No. 1084, “An act to amend article
478, chapter 9,title 17 of the Revised Civil Btatutes of the State of Texas,
adopted on the tweuty-first day of February, A. D. 1870;” Scnate bilk
No. 109, ‘“An act to amend section 2 of ‘an act to require persons
enclosin Xublic free schoal lands to pay an annual rent therefor,’
approved April 17, 1879,” and find the same correctly engrossed.

Bucnanan of Grimes, Chairman.

On motion of Senator Davenport, the Senate adjourned
until 3 o’clock p. M.

AFTERNOON SESSION.

Senato met pursuant to adjournment.
Roll called ; quorum present.
Senator Henderson offered the following resolution:

WiHREAS, a motion to reconsider llouse joint resolution No. 87
is now pending in the Senate, and said resolution, as it passed the
Scoate, requires a correction; therefore bo it

Resolved, That the House be requested to return said joint resolu-
tion to the Senate,

Adopted.

Senator Shannon offered the following resolution:

WiRREAS, Tho following, in the Galveston Daily News, of the
thirteenth instant, is reported as the Ianguage of Governor O. M.
Roberts, in an interview with the reporter of said paper, to-wit:
*They (meaning the Legislature,) had better look out what they are
doing. Why, sir, I can ignore them:; I can call a conven-
tion; I can disorganize the government, sir; but I don’t want any
fuss; and I don’t waat to be ruled by 8 mob. I have not made up
my mind to call them together.
bill, I can get along without them; and 1 will let them go home, to
tell their people what thoy have not done. If I ask the people to
come tomy help, they will do it, sir; if I thiok the situation will
enable them te indorse me in it;” and

‘WineRreAs, Itis not the opinion of the Senate that the Governor
of the State of Texas would intentionally heap such sn insult upon
the Legislature of the Btate as iscouched in the language here
quoted; therefore, be it

Resolved, Thatthe Senate owes it to its own dignity and sclf-re-
spect, as one branch of the Legislature, to request of the Governor
that he disclaim the language imputed to him by said reporter.

Senator Houston moved to refer the resolution to the
Committee on State Affairs.

Senator Lair raised the point of order that the resolution
was out of order at an evening session.

The President ruled that tge point of order was not well
taken, as the resolution was introduced by unanimous con-
sent.

Senator Terrell offered the following, as a substitute:

Tho publication of a conversation with Governor Roberts, ¢con-
tained in the Galveston News of the thirteenth instant, does not, in
the opinion of the Scnate, require any action by the Senate. Whether
he made the remarks or not, the Senate will be properly judged by
its works.

Senator Buchanan of Grimes woved to lay resolution
and substitute on the table.

Ruled out of order, as a motion to commit has prece-
dence over a motion to lay on the table.

Substitute adopted and the Senate refused to commit by
the following vote:

YEAS—I1
Duncan, Lane, Shannon,
Gooch, Lightfoot, Stubbs,
Harris, Moore, Wynne.
Iouston, Patton,

NAYS--15.
Buchanan of Grimes, Buarges, Davenport,
Buchonan of Wood, Burion, Henderson,

It they pass po appropriation.

Higlitower, Powers, Swain,
Lair, Rainey, Terrell,
Martin of Navarto, Ross, ‘Weatherred.

NOT VOTING—2.

Cooper, Martin of Cooke,

Senator Buchanan of Grimes moved to table the resolu-
tion. Adopted.

A message was received from the House announcing the
appointment of Messrs. King, Wurzbach, Daugherty,
Gaither and Gray, of the House, on the free conference
committee, to consider the disagrecment between the two
Houses on the Senate amendments to ITouse bill No. 482.

Senator Moore called up Senate bill No. 198, “An act to
authorize the Governor, State Treasurer and Superintendent
of the Penitentiary to contract for conveying convicts
from the connties where sentenced to the penitentiary.”
Bill taken up and read second time.

Senator Swain offered the following amendment:

The near approach of the close of the present session of the Legis-
Iature and the fact that there is no provision made for the transpor-
tation of counvicts to the penitentiary from where sentenced, creates
an emergeney and ap imperative public necessity that the constitu-
tional rule requiring that this bill be read on three several days be
suspended, and said rulc is hereby suspended, and that this act take
effect and be in force from and after its passage.

Adopted and bill ordered engrossed.

On motion of Senator Swain, rules were suspended to
put bill on its third reading by the following vote:

YEAS—-24.
Buchanan of Grimes, Houston, Rainey,
Buchanan of Wood, Lair, Ross,
Burges, Lane, Shannon,
Burton, Lightfoot, Stubbs,
Davenport, Martin of Navarro, Swain,
Harris, Moore, Tarrell,
I{enderson, Patton Weatherred,
Iightower, Powers, Wynne.
NAYS—none,
NOT VOTING—4.
Cooper, Duncan, Gooch,

Martin of Cooke.
Bill read third time and passed by the following vote:
YEAS—22.

Buchanan of Grimes Lane, Ross,
Buchanan of Wood, Lightfoot, Shannon,
Burges, Martin of Navarro, Stubbs,
Davenport, Moore, Swain,
Harris, Patton, Terrell,
Henderson, Powers, ‘Weatherred.
Hightower, Rainey, Wynne.
Lair,
NAYS—none.

NOT VOTING—G,
Duncan, Burton, Martin of Cooke,
Cooper, Gonch, Houston,

Senator Powers called up Senate bill No. 190, “An act
to amend an act entitled ‘an act to amend section 46 of an
act to encourage stockraising, and for the protection of
stockraisers, approved August 23, 1876,” approved April
922, 1879.” Bill taken up and read second time.

Senator Burton offered the following amendment:
Amend by striking out “Tort Bend and Waller counties”
wherever they occur in the bill. Adopted.

Senator Lane offered the following: Amend by insert-
ing the counties of Goliad and Refugio. Adopted.

enator Powers offered the following: Amend by add-
ing “ Nueces” to the counties exempte(%. Adopted, and bill
orgered engrossed.

On motion of Senator Martin of Navarro, rules were
suspended and bill put on its third reading by the following
vote:

YEA8—23.
Buchanan of Grimes Burton, Gooc}:,
Burges, Davenport, Harris,
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Henderson, Martin of Navarro, Shannon,
Hightower, Moore, Stubbs,
Houston, Patton, Terrell,
Lair, Powers, Weatherred,
Lane, Rainey, Wynne.
Lightfoot, Ross,
NAYS8-—none.

NOT VOTING—b.

Buchanar of Wood, Duncan, Swain,

Cooper, Martin of Cooko,
Bill read third time and passed by the following vote:
YEAB—22,
Burges, Lair, Ross,
Barton, Lane, Shannon,
Davenport, Lightfoot, Stubbs,
Gooch, Martin of Navarro, Swain,
Harris, Moore, Terrell,
Henderson, Powers, Weatherred,
Hightower, Rainey, Wyune,
Houston,
NAYS—none.

NOT VOTING—4.

Buchanan of Grimes Cooper, Martin of Cooke,

Buchanan of Wood, Duncan, Patton.

Senator Ienderson moved to take up his motion to recon-
sider House joint resolution No. 87, amending certain sec-
tions of article 5 of the State Constitution, relating to the
judiciary. Adopted by unanimous consent, and vote
reconsidered.

Senator Henderson offered the following amendment:
“Amend section 8 by inserting after the word ‘character,’
in line 20, section 8, page 11, the following: ‘of all suits
for trial of title to land, and for the enforcement of liens
thereon.”” Adopted by the following vote:

YEAS—24.
Buchanan of Grimes Houston, Rainey,
Burges, Lair, Ross,
Burton, Lane, Shannon,
Davenport, Lightfoot, Stubba,
Gooch, Martin of Navarro, Swain,
Harris, Moore, Terrell,
Henderson, Patton, Weatherred,
Hightower, Powers, Wynne.

NAY8—none.

NOT VOTING—4,
Buchanan of Wood, Martin of Cooke, Duncsn,
Cooper,
Resolution passed by the following vote:
YEAS—R3.

Buchanan of Grimes Houston, Rainey,
Burges, Lair, Ross,
Burton, Lane, Stubbs,
Davenport, Lightfoot, Swain,
Gooch, Martin of Navarro, Terrell,
Harris, Moore, ‘Weatherred,
Henderson, Patton, Wynne.
Hightower, Powers,

NAYS—none,

NOT VOTING—,

Buchanan of Wood, Duncan, Shannon.

Cooper, Martin of Cooke,

Senator Rainey called up Senate bill No. 126, “An act to
amend article 1300, capter 11, title 29, of the Revised
Statutes of the State of Texas.” Bill taken up and read
second time.

Senator Rainey offered the following amendment:

The fact that the Legislature will soon adjourn creates a public
necessity which justifies the suspension of the rule which requires
this bill to be read on three soversl days, and it is suspended,

Adopted, and bill ordered engrossed.

Senator Rainey moved to suspend the rules and place the
bill on its third reading. Adopted by the following vote:

Burges,
Burton,
Gouoch,
Harris,
Henderson,
Hightower,
Houston,
Lair,

Buchanan of Wood,
Cooper,

YEAS—22.
Lane,
Lightfoot,
Martin of Navarro,
Moore,
Patton,
Powers,
Rainoy,

NAYS.
Buchaunan of Grimes,
NOT VOTING—0.
Davenport,
Duncan,

Ross,
S8hannon,
Stubbs,
Swain,
Terrell,
Weatherred,
Wynne,

Martin of Cooke,

Senator Burges offered the following amendment:

Provided, that the judge may, after argument to the jury is con-
cluded, amend his charge so as to present the law on any point sug-
gested by the argument, and which bas boeen omitted in his general

charge.

Senator Gooch moved to amend Senator Burges’ amend-
ment by striking out all after the words “amend his

charge.”

Accepted.

Senator Houston moved the previous question on the
Motion seconded and main question
ordered, and amendment lost by the following vote:

bill and amendments.

Buchanan of Grimes
Burges,

Burton,

Gooch,

Buchanan of Wood,
Henderson,
Hightower,
Houston,

Lane,

Cooper,
Davenport,

Bill lost.

YEAS—11
Harris,
Lair,
Martin of Navarro,
Patton,

NAYS—18,
Lightfoot,
Moore,
Powers,
Raiuey,

NOT VOTING—4,
Duncan,

Ross,
Stubbs,
Swain.

Shannon,
Terrell,
Weatherred,
Wynne.

Martin of Cooke.

Senator Houston moved to reconsider the vote by which

the Scenate refused to pass the bill,

consgidered by the following vote:

YEAS-—10.

Buchanan of Giimes Lair,

Davenport,
Gooch,
Harris,
Hightower,
Houston,

Buchanan of Wood,

Burges,
Burton,

Cooper,

Lane,
Moore,
Patton,
Rainey,

NAYS—9.
Henderson,
Lightfoot,

Martin of Navarro,
NOT VOTING—2,
Duncan.

Bill passed by the following vote:

Davenport,
Gooch,
Harris,
Hightower,
Houston,

Buchanan of Grimes,
Buchanan of Wood,
Burton,

Henderson,

Burges,
Cooper,

YEAS—14,
Lair,
Lane,
Moore,
Patton,
Rainey,

NAYS—10.
Lightfoot,
Martin of Navarro,
Powers,

NOT VOTING—4.
Duncan,

Adopted and vote re-

Shannon,
Stubbs,
Swain,
Terrell,
‘Wynne,

Powers,
Ross,
Weatherred.

Shannon,
Stubbs,
Terrell,
‘Wynne.

Ross,
Swain,
Weatherred.

Martin of Cooke,

Senator Ross called up Senate bill No. 225, “An act to
rovide for the payment of William Scanlan, late sheriff of
ameron county, for conveying convicts to the State peni-

tentiary and for guards as directed tobe audited by the judg-

ment of the District Court of Walker county, ete.’

Bill taken

up, and read second time,with majority and minority reports,
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Senator Wynne moved to adopt the minority report,
which was unfavorable.

Senator Lane introduced a bill entitled, “An act to
diminish the civil and criminal jurisdiction of DeWitt
county and to conform the jurisdiction of the district court
to such change.” Referred to Judiciary Committee No. 1.

On motion of Senator Burges, the Senate adjourned till
9:30 A. M. to-morrow.

FIFTY-FOURTH DAY.

SENATE CHAMBER,
AvustiN, March 15, 1881.

Senate met pursuant to adjournment; President in the

chair.

Roll called; quorum present.

Prayer by the Chaplain.

On motion of Senator Rainey, the reading of the journal
of yesterday was dispensed with and the same adopted.

enator Lane, chairman of Committec on Finance, sub-
mitted the following report:
CoMMITTEE RoOM,
AvusTIN, March 15, 1881,
Hon. L. J, Btoroy, Presidont of the Sonato:

Your Committee on Judiciary No. 1 have had under considera-
tion Senate bill No. 270, entitled ‘*An act to diminish the civil and
criminal jurisdiction of the County Court of DeWitt connty, and to
conform the jurisdiction of the district court of said county to such
change,” and I am instructed by a mai‘ority of said committee to re-
port tho same back to the Senate with the recommondation that it
do pass. . Laxg, Cbairman.

Bill read firat time.

Senator Henderson introduced a bill entitled, “An act for
the relief of the heirs of Wilburn Jones, deceased.” Re-
ferred to Committee on Private Land Claims,

Senator Houston, by unanimous consent, called up Senate
jont resolution No. 42, “proposing to amend sections 3 and
4, of article 3, of the Constitution of the State of Texas,
go a8 to make the term of office of State Senators six years
and of Representatives four years.” Resclution taken up.

Senator Houston offered the following amendment.
Amend by adding:

Be st further Resolved, That the Governor be and he is hereby re
(‘uired to issue his proclamation, directing an election to be held
throughout the State on the first Tuesday in September A. D. 1881,
for the purpose of submitting the foregoing amendments to the
qualified voters of the State, and to cause to be published, once a
weok for four weeks, at least three months prior to said election,
the proposed amendments, in one weckly newspaper in each count
in the Stale, in which a newspaper may be published, and he shall
direct said clection to be held in accordance with the law regulating
general elections.

Upon receipt of the proclamalion of the Governor, the county
judgoe shall proceed to issue his writs of election, appointing judges
of election 1n accordance with the election law. ‘I'hose desiring to
vote for the amendment shall have written or printed upon their
tickets: “For amendment to article three.” Thosec desiring to vote
aguinst the amendment shall have written or printed upon their
tickets: ‘“‘Against amendment to article three.” Immediately after
the election, the officers of each precinct shall forward to the county
judge of their county a dupliciate return, showing the number of
votes cast for or agninst the amendment; and on the tenth day there-
after the county judge shall open and count said returns, and forth-
with forward to the Becretary of State, in a sealed package, a tabu-
lated statement thereof, showing tho total number of votcs cast in
the county for or against the amendment; and on the fortieth day
after said election the Sccretary of State shall, in the presence of
the Governor and Attorney-General, open and count said returns,
and if it shall appear from the returns that a majority of the votes
were cast for said amendment, it shall be the duty of the Governor,
on the following dag, to issue his proclamation setting forth the
fact that said amendment has received a majority of the votes cast
at said election, and shall proclaim that said amendment has become
and is a part of the State Constitution, and this amendment shall
take effect from and after said proclamation.

Adopted, and resolution ordered engrossed by the fol-

owing vote:

YEAS—22.
Buchunan of Wood, Hightower, Powers,
Burges, Homan, Rainey,
Burton, Houston, Ross,
Davenport, Lair, Stubbs,
Duncan, Martin of Cooke, Terrell,
Gooch, Moore, Weantherred,
Harris, Patton, Wynne.
Iendorson,

NAYS—4.
Lightfoot, Shannon, Swain.
Martin of Navarro,

NOT VOTING—3

Buchanan of Grimes Cooper, Lane.

House bill No. 39, “An act to amend article 508, of title
7, chapter 11, of the Revised Civil Statutes of the State of
Texas, relating to towns and cities,” was taken up as busi-
ness on the President’s table.

On motion of Senator Gooch, the bill was laid upon the
table, subject to call.

Senator Lair, by leave, introduced a bill entitled. “ An
act providing for the payment by cities and towns of the
interest on their bonded indebtedness to the holders of the
bonds directly, instead of paying the same to the Comp-
troller.” Referred to Committee on Finance.

Senator Henderson moved to call up the motion to re-
consider the vote by which Senate bill No. 18, “An act to
amend chapter 2, title 8, of the Code of Criminal Pro-
cedure, entitled ‘of the special venire in capital cases,’”
was indefinitely postpone({

Senator Ilouston moved the previous question, on the
motion to reconsider. Motion seconded and main question
ordered by the following vote:

YEAS—17,
Buchanan of Wood, Henderson, Shaunnon,
Burges, Hightower, Stubbs,
Burton, Homan, Swain,
Duncan, Houston, Terrell,
Gooch, Lightfoot, Wynne.
Harris, Patton,

NAYS—4,
Davenport, Powers, Rainey.
Moore,

NOT VOTING—3.

Buchanan of Grimes, Cooper, Lair.

The pending amendment of Senator Houston being as
follows: In section 3, line 20, strike out all after the
word “court,” and insert:

Shall appoint three special jury commissioners who, after being
sworn as commissioners, shall at once make from the qualified
jurors of the county a list of talismen to be summoned by direction
of the court, to make up the number necessary for the jury to tr
the case, and no one nog 8o selected shall be summoned as such tal-
istoen,

Amendment adopted.
Senator Houston offered to further amend, as follows:
Strike out “not less than 36 nor more than 60,” and insert

“not loss than 36.” Adopted. )

A message was received from the House, aunouncing the
concurrence of that body in Senate amendmnents to House
joint resolution No. 37, proposing an amendment to sec-
tions 2, 8, 5, 6 and 8 of article 5 of the Constitution.

Senator Stubbs, for the Committee on Engrossed Bills,
submitted the following report:

CoMMITTEE RooM,
AusTIN, March 15, 1881,
Hon, L. J. Storoy, Preaidont of the Senate:

Your Committee on Engrossed Bills have carefully examined and
compared Senate bill No. 198, ‘‘An act to authorize the Govornor,
State Treasurer and Superintendent of the Penitentiary to contract
for the conveying of convicts from the counties where senienced to
the penitentiary;” Senate bill No. 126, "*Anact to amend article 1800
chapter 11, title 29, of the Revised Civil Statutes of the State of

Texas,” and find the same correctly engrossed.
Srusss, for Committee.



